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Black fox: John Weidner shows off a black fox his 
son trapped in Alaska. The elder Weidner lived in 
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Alaska while in the Army. An outdoorsman, he cuts 
his own firewood and ice fishes. 








Everyone sticks together’ 


By Gary Dodge 
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EUREN — This Kewaunee County 
community once had everything a small 
town could want or need. 

It had a grade school, doctor, elevator, 
tavern, dance hall, three blacksmith 
shops, cheese factory, two service ga¬ 
rages. sawmill 
and shingle 
mill, locker 
plant and gen¬ 
eral store. 

"Little by little they closed."' said Mary 
Jane Porath. 67. E3309 County S. who 
along with husband Mel. 68. recalled a 
time when Euren was a trading center. 

" That’s what happened to all our little 
communities. They can’t compete with 
the big cities.” Mel Porath said. 

Only two businesses remain in Euren. 
which is in the town of Lincoln at County 
S and C. 

John Wierer. 42. restores some of the 
area history in the shop he opened seven 
years ago at E3242 County S. 

"There are good neighbors around 
here. You can’t beat them.” Wierer said 
w-hile working on restoring a 1952B John 
Deere tractor to a shiny green and yellow- 
appearance. 

’’Everyone gets along good,” he said. 
’There’s always someone trying to help 
someone else.” 

The other business is Bob and Lor¬ 
raine’s tavern on Countv S. 


□ Population: 45-50 

HZ What's in a Name: Also known as 
Bottkolville. Euren was named after a 
community near Trier. Germany. 

□ Education: Most children attend 
Luxemburg-Casco schools. 

□ Religion: Most people attend St. 
Peter's Catholic Church, Lincoln. 

□ Entertainment: Polka dances at 
nearby Slovan, occasional card 
games with friends and neighbors. 
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Euren was called Bottkolville after retired, the couple raises 35 to 40 turkeys 
three brothers —George. Mike and Matt a year and gives them to friends during 
— who founded it about 1856. the holidays. 

They bought several acres of land and Children also picked cucumbers and 
opened a saloon, creamery, general store sold them to canning companies for 
and sawmill, said Eddie Kerscher. 74, spending money. 

E3235 County S. He is a descendant of But the face of Euren is changing, resi- 
the Bottkol family and his father, Ed- dents say. New families are moving here 
ward, who died 10 years ago. was a doctor because of low tax rates and recreational 
in the area. opportunities such as ice fishing and 

The entire community burned down at snowmobiling. 
the time of the Peshtigo fire. Kerscher Half of the families have children, said 

said. The family rebuilt it. Mary Jane Porath. People work in area 

It was "like the old coal mines out communities such as Algoma, Sturgeon 
East. The company hired you. They Bay and Kewaunee, 
owned everything.” said John Weidner, Although Euren has changed over the 
65. E3294 County S, who lives in one of years, the character of its people hasn’t, 
the four oldest houses in the community. Mary Jane Porath said. 

Families also farmed. Mel Porath said "'The togetherness. Everyone sticks to- 
he and his wife had one cow when they gether.” she said. 


■ Next week: Sturgeon Bay in Door 
County 


Lovin' from the oven: Mel Porath samples home- Country hobby: John Wierer, a mechanic, is restor- 
made bread that his wife Mary Jane baked for him at ing an antique John Deere tractor in his garage He 
their home in Euren also restores antique cars in his spare time. 













